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Give more support to families of police killed in line of duty- MEC Shongwe  
 
Mpumalanga Community Safety, Security and Liaison MEC Vusi Shongwe has urged government and 
other agencies as well as business community to give more support to the victims and survivors of 
police officers who die on duty. 
 
The MEC was speaking during the SAPS Wreaths Laying Ceremony to remember police officers who 
died on duty since 2011. The event was held at SAPS Provincial Headquarters in Nelspruit today [26 
January 2016].  
 
He said that it cannot just be a talk shop; the families should be assisted by among others galvanizing 
the state resources so that the families are adequately assisted over and above the pension payments 
that they receive. 
 
The MEC added that it was important that SAPS work with other government departments to assist the 
families by among others facilitating bursaries, determining their housing needs and rendering of 
counseling to families on an ongoing basis.  
 
Shongwe has also noted concerns raised by police labour movements regarding the delays in the 
payments to the families of victims.  
 
The MEC has called on police on police management to ensure that such payments are made speedily 
because most of the people who die on duty are breadwinners in their homes.  
 
The MEC said that the delay in processing such payments could only worsen the pain that families go 
through. 
 
Shongwe further reiterated his call to communities to work with SAPS to bring an end to police killings 
saying that those who kill police are directly attacking the Constitution of the republic. 
 
He explained that peace and stability where prerequisite for growth and development. That is why, 
according to the MEC, there is no country anywhere in the world that can thrive without law and order. 
 
Meanwhile the MEC has condemned actions of some SAPS members who are corrupt saying that their 
actions their behaviour places the lives of their colleagues and communities at risk. He once more 
insisted that those who are corrupt should be flushed out of the system.    
 



He said: “We must unite our voices against the few police officers who are doing wrong things; we must 
expose them at all times before they put the other people’s lives at risk. We cannot have police officer 
who collude with criminals” Shongwe concluded. 
 
The event was part of the province’s programme to commemorate the National Police Day. It was also 
attended by SAPS Provincial Commissioner, Advocate Mark Magadlela, and Provincial CPF Boad 
Chairperson, Kevin Pillay and other senior government officials and the family members of the officers 
who died on duty.  
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